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writer on "Marriage" in the Encyclopaedia of Social Sciences, "until
the most recent period has never been primarily directed towards
the sentimental gratification of a spouse, a notion that is even now
limited to a small section of the population of several occidental
countries. The human norm is more nearly represented by two
wealthy European peasants on friendly terms with each other and
desiring to consolidate their estates." "Disregarding local varia-
tions," continues the writer, "the conditions preserved until quite
recently in rural Poland may be considered typical of Europe, and
they present in all essentials the picture outlined for the primitive
peasants of other continents. AH normal individuals are expected
to marry; the marriage arrangements are dictated by the interests
of the group precisely as in aboriginal Australia or America. . . .
The free play of sexual attraction in the choice of a mate is narrowly
circumscribed by the principles of social acceptability.... A dowry
is essential." Recently the norm has undergone a change. "The
emergence of individualism observable among Polish immigrants
is characteristic of every country affected by industrial revolution.'*
In the chapter, "The Family as a Social Group," which takes the
form of a dialogue between Sir William Beveridge and Professor
Morris Ginsberg, in Changes in Family Life, Sir William says, "And
I have an impression that, outside Britain and America, families
still have a great deal to say about marriages of their members."
Professor Ginsberg responds, "Certainly. Apart from parental
control in laws relating to the marriages of minors, the influence of
the family, here as elsewhere, goes much deeper than the law.
Marriages are still to a great extent a family as well as a private
concern" (Beveridge, Changes in Family Life, p. 89). It will thus
be seen that the choice of the individual with respect to marriage
has not been uniform in the West in time or in area. The tendency
is towards freedom, and it is correlated with modern industrialism,
and industrialism is not restricted to the West.